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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time nnay be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the naailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 August 2004 . 
2a)ISl This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex pa/te Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 7-11 and 13-15 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 13 Claim(s) 9. 10 and 15 is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 7. 8. 11, 13 and 14 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 14 April 1999 is/are: a)|3 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomn PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)l3 All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2,n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

30 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 8/24/2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The applicant argues that Bullock et al merely discloses an image which is captured 
when the user selects a picture button and which is displayed in the viewfinder window. The 
applicant argues that nothing in Bullock et al teaches switching a still image photographing 
apparatus between a photographing mode and a reproduction mode. 

The examiner points out that in the previous office action The examiner acknowledged 
that Bullock et al did not teach the above feature. However, the examiner relied on Shore et al for 
the limitation. 

The apphcant argues that Shore et al does not teach or suggest switching a still image 
photographing apparatus between a photographing mode and a reproduction mode. 

The examiner points out that Bullock et al teaches the use of a camera that has a still 
image capture mode but lacks an ability to switch between image capture mode and reproduction 
(playback mode). Shore et al teaches the use of a camera that has an image capture mode and a 
playback mode which enables a user to capture a series of images and store them to be viewed in 
a playback mode at a later time. 

In response to appKcant's arguments against the references individually, one cannot show 
nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections are based on 
combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re 
Merck & Co,, 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 
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As for the arguments pertaining to Claims 1 1 and 14 Tsushima et al teaches the use of a 
system that has iconic representations of cameras on a computer display that can be clicked to 
open a display window that allows a user to operate a camera. Furthermore, Bullock et al teaches 
a camera control system that has a power button in a computer dialog box which is activated will 
close the control window and turn the power to the camera off. As stated in the rejection that 
follows. The combination of Tsushima et al and Bullock et al teaches that a display window will 
be closed and reduced to an Iconic state when the power off button is pressed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

1; Claims 7, 8 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over USPN 

5,675,358 Bullock et al in view of USPN 6,353,461 Shore et al. 

2: As for Claim 7, Bullock et al depicts in Figure 1 a photographing apparatus (118) and an 
image processing apparatus (100) connected together (117). Bullock et al teaches on Column 5, 
Lines 15-19 the use of mode setting switches for setting a photographing mode of an image 
capture device. Bullock et al depicts in Figures 1 and 5 and teaches on Column 5, Lines 8-28 the 
use of a display for displaying an indicator (177) through which an instruction for a 
photographing action is transmitted to an image capture device. Bullock et al teaches on Column 
5, Lines 49-54 that the computer program or controller displays a photographed image display 
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window on the monitor after the still photographing mode has been set and the object is 
photographed by the camera in response to an instruction from the indicator (177). 

Bullock et al does not teach that the mode-setting unit can switch between a 
photographing mode for taking pictures and a reproduction mode for displaying a recorded 
image. 

Shore et al depicts in Figure 5 and teaches on Column 8, Lines 1-17 that it is 
advantageous when designing a computer program to control a camera remotely to enable the 
program with a record function (135) and a playback function (145) in order to allow a user to 
record video and play back the captured video at a later time for reviewing and editing. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the image capture control program of Bullock et al to include both 
record and playback functions as taught by Shore et al in order to enable a user to record video 
and play back the captured video at a later time for reviewing and editing. 
3: In regards to Claim 8, Bullock et al teaches on Column 5, Lines 15-19 the use of mode 
setting switches for setting a still photographing mode of an image capture device. Bullock et al 
depicts in Figures 1 and 5 and teaches on Column 5, Lines 8-28 the use of a display for 
displaying an indicator (177) through which an instruction for a photographing action is 
transmitted to an image capture device. Bullock et al teaches on Column 5, Lines 49-54 that the 
computer program or controller displays a photographed image display window on the monitor 
after the photographing mode has been set and the object is photographed by the camera in 
response to an instruction from the indicator (177). 
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Bullock et al does not teach that the mode-setting unit can switch between a 
photographing mode for taking pictures and a reproduction mode for displaying a recorded 
image. 

Shore et al depicts in Figure 5 and teaches on Column 8, Lines 1-17 that it is 
advantageous when designing a computer program to control a camera remotely to enable the 
program with a record function (135) and a playback function (145) in order to allow a user to 
record video and play back the captured video at a later time for reviewing and editing. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the image capture control program of Bullock et al to include both 
record and playback functions as taught by Shore et al in order to enable a user to record video 
and play back the captured video at a later time for reviewing and editing. 
4: As for Claim 13, Bullock et al depicts in Figure 1 a photographing apparatus (118) and an 
image processing apparatus (100) connected together (1 17). Bullock et al teaches on Column 5, 
Lines 15-19 the use of mode setting switches for setting a still photographing mode of an image 
capture device. Bullock et al depicts in Figures 1 and 5 and teaches on Column 5, Lines 8-28 the 
use of a display for displaying an indicator (177) through which an instruction for a 
photographing action is transmitted to an image capture device. Bullock et al teaches on Column 
5, Lines 49-54 that the computer program or controller displays a photographed image display 
window on the monitor after the photographing mode has been set and the object is 
photographed by the camera in response to an instruction from the indicator (177). 
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Bullock et al does not teach that the mode-setting unit can switch between a 
photographing mode for taking pictures and a reproduction mode for displaying a recorded 
image. 

Shore et al depicts in Figure 5 and teaches on Column 8, Lines 1-17 that it is 
advantageous when designing a computer program to control a camera remotely to enable the 
program with a record function (135) and a playback function (145) in order to allow a user to 
record video and play back the captured video at a later time for reviewing and editing. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the image capture control program of Bullock et al to include both 
record and playback functions as taught by Shore et al in order to enable a user to record video 
and play back the captured video at a later time for reviewing and editing. 
6: Claims 1 1 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over USPN 
5,999,213 Tsushima et al in view of USPN 5,452,222 Gray et al in view of USPN 5,675,358 
Bullock et al 

7: As for Claim 11, Tsushima et al teaches in Figure 7 and on Column 16, Lines 17-47 the 
use of a computer program that allows a user to view iconic representations of each of the 
cameras connected to a computer via a network. Tsushima et al teaches that by clicking on the 
iconic representation of each camera a user can control and setup parameters for each camera. 
This is achieved because when a user clicks on a camera a new window is displayed that has 
controls that allow a user to control the camera. 

However, Tsushima et al does not teach that when the camera icon is clicked that it will 
display a window that shows components of the photographing apparatus. 
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Gray et al teaches on Column 14, Lines 15-44 and depicts in Figure 7a the use of a 
programming technique that utilizes virtual instruments so that the computer interface used on a 
computer to control a piece of equipment is designed so that the user interface mimics how the 
front panel of the actual piece of test equipment looks like. This is advantageous because it 
reduces training time since the computer interface and controls for the computer user interface 
are the exact same as the user interface on the actual piece of equipment. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to design the user interface for controlling the camera functions of Tsushima 
et al so that the user interface resembles the actual user interface on the camera, in order to 
increase familiarity so that any user who is already skilled at operating the video camera can use 
the computer user interface with little or no learning time. 

Tsushima et al in view of Gray et al does not teach that the camera user interface includes 
a power off button for turning off the power source of the camera, and minimizing the window 
when the power to the camera is turned off 

Bullock et al teaches on Colunm 9, Lines 7-67 and depicts in Figure 4 the method of 
controlling the functions of a camera remotely by using a computer. Bullock et al teaches that the 
computer can turn off the power to the viewfinder and the camera, and take a picture. Bullock et 
al teaches on Column 9, Lines 7-67 the use of a controller for closing a display window to when 
the indicator has been actuated when a power-off instruction has been transmitted from the 
indicator displayed on the display. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the camera control system of Tsushima et al in view of Gray et al 
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to include a power off button that will turn the power of the video camera off, and minimize the 
control window, so that the user can turn off the camera on request an therefore save power. 
Furthermore, because bullock will close the open window it will return to the minimized icon as 
taught by Tsushima et al. 

8: In regards to Claim 14, Tsushima et al teaches in Figure 7 and on Column 16, Lines 17- 
47 the use of a computer program that allows a user to view iconic representations of each of the 
cameras connected to a computer via a network. Tsushima et al teaches that by choking on the 
iconic representation of each camera a user can control and setup parameters for each camera. 
This is achieved because when a user clicks on a camera a new window is displayed that has 
controls that allow a user to control the camera. 

However, Tsushima et al does not teach that when the camera icon is clicked that it will 
display a window that shows components of the photographing apparatus. 

Gray et al teaches on Column 14, Lines 15-44 and depicts in Figure 7a the use of a 
programming technique that utilizes virtual instruments so that the computer interface used on a 
computer to control a piece of equipment is designed so that the user interface mimics how the 
front panel of the actual piece of test equipment looks like. This is advantageous because it 
reduces training time since the computer interface and controls for the computer user interface 
are the exact same as the user interface on the actual piece of equipment. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to design the user interface for controlling the camera functions of Tsushima 
et al so that the user interface resembles the actual user interface on the camera, in order to 
increase familiarity so that any user who is already skilled at operating the video camera can use 
the computer user interface with little or no learning time. 

Tsushima et al in view of Gray et al does not teach that the camera user interface includes 
a power off button for turning off the power source of the camera, and minimizing the window 
when the power to the camera is tumed off 

Bullock et al teaches on Column 9, Lines 7-25 and depicts in Figure 4 the method of 
controlling the functions of a camera remotely by using a computer. Bullock et al teaches that the 
computer can turn off the power to the viewfinder and the camera, and take a picture. Bullock et 
al teaches on Column 9, Lines 7-25 the use of a controller for minimizing a display window to an 
iconic state when the indicator has been actuated when a power-off instruction has been 
transmitted from the indicator displayed on the display. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the camera control system of Tsushima et al in view of Gray et al 
to include a power off button that will turn the power of the video camera off, and minimize the 
control window, so that the user can turn off the camera on request an therefore save power. 
Furthermore, because bullock will close the open window it will return to the minimized icon as 
taught by Tsushima et al. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9: Claims 9, 10 and 15 are allowed. 
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The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The prior art does not teach or fairly suggest the use of connecting a camera to a computer, 
wherein a display on the computer displays a plurality of windows and function indicators based 
on data processed by the computer, wherein one of the windows shows the camera. Furthermore, 
the prior art does not teach the method of minimizing the window showing the photographing 
apparatus when the power-off instruction has been transmitted from the power off indicator. 

Conclusion 

TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period-, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James M Hannett whose telephone number is 703-305-7880. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am to 5:00 pm M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on 703-305-4929. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



James M. Hannett 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2612 

JMH 

January 3, 2005 



